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OVERVIEW & PURPOSE 

Students learn to interpret figures made by the Indigenous Peoples in Canada and learn 

about their history and cultures by researching and creating the iconic Inukshuk Stone 

figures. Students will explore the cultural significance of the Inukshuk figures and create 

one using modelling clay or play-doh.  

 

BACKGROUND 
Inukshuk is a figure made of piled stones to communicate with passengers and 

scavengers throughout the Arctic. It was used as a guide to navigate, mark a spiritual 

land or message centre. The Inuit Peoples of Canada traditionally construct inukshuk. It 

is often linked to the image of Canada and the North.  

EDUCATION STANDARDS 
 

Social Studies 

Grade 1 My World: Home, School, and Community 

Grade 1 Moving Forward with the Past: My Family, My History, and My 

Community 

Grade 2 A Community in the Past 

Grade 4 Alberta: A Sense of the Land 

  

Science  

Grade 3 Rocks and Minerals 
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OBJECTIVES 
1. Understand the relationship between the First Peoples of Canada and the 

environment.  
2. Recognize, learn, and respect the history and culture of the First Peoples of 

Canada. 
3. Understand the need for tools and objects in meeting basic needs  
4. Enrich students' understanding and appreciation of indigenous technology.  

MATERIALS NEEDED 
1. Computer or Laptop 

2. Stable Internet Connection 

3. Modelling Clay or Play-doh 

4. This list of Online Resources or simply use the Google Search Engine 

a. https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/inuksuk-inukshuk 

b. https://kidworldcitizen.org/inukshuk-arctic-art-from-the-inuit/ 

ACTIVITY 

1. Choose a colour of play-doh. Shape 

the play-doh into rock shapes. Use 

photo reference from attached 

websites.  

 

2. Stack on top of one another. 

 

3. Answer the set of questions below.  

 

 

2   

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/inuksuk-inukshuk
https://kidworldcitizen.org/inukshuk-arctic-art-from-the-inuit/


QUESTIONS  

1. What is the Inukshuk built for? 

 

 

 

2. Why do you think they used stones to build this? 

 

 

 

3. Is this figure still used today? 

 

 

 

4. Can you think of anything that is similar to the function of the Inukshuk? 

 

 

 

 

Credit  

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/inuksuk-inukshuk 
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