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OVERVIEW & PURPOSE 
Students will choose one type of rock or mineral and make a poster about the 

specimen. Students will learn to classify and compare rocks and minerals and 

recognize the usefulness of various rocks and minerals in our daily lives from 

this activity.  

EDUCATION STANDARDS 

Social Studies 

Grade 1 My World: Home, School, and Community 

Grade 1 Moving Forward with the Past: My Family, My History, and My 

Community 

Grade 2 A Community in the Past 

Grade 4 Alberta: A Sense of the Land 

  

Science 

Grade 2 Hot and Cold Temperature   

Grade 3 Rocks and Minerals 

OBJECTIVES 
1. Identify the characteristics of different types of rocks or minerals 

2. Learn to find and use online educational resources  

3. Engage in insightful group discussions  
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MATERIALS NEEDED 
1. Computer or Laptop 

2. Reliable internet connection  

3. This list of Online Resources or simply use the Google Search Engine 

a. https://uwaterloo.ca/earth-sciences-museum/resources/just-kids/minerals-kids 

b. https://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/earth/rocksandminerals.html 

c. https://kids.kiddle.co/Mineral 

d. https://mineralseducationcoalition.org/mining-minerals-information/minerals-dat

abase/ 

ACTIVITY 
1. Choose a rock or a mineral that is interesting to you based on what you learned in 

the PowerPoint lecture and through browsing the internet.  

2. Create a poster either on your computer or on a piece of paper. It must include the 

below information:  

a. The name of the chosen rock or mineral 

b. The category [sedimentary, igneous, metamorphic] of the specimen in the 

rock cycle ( if any)  

c. Where is it typically found and used? 

d. Is it common or rare? 

e. How would you use the specimen if you had one?  

3. If in class, create a physical poster. For online learning classes, please write down or 

type out the information and present it orally to the class at the end of the activity.  

4. Your teacher will record the information and put the specimens from class in a 

diagram.  
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Coal  Gold 

● Sedimentary Rock 
● One of the most valuable fossil fuels, along 

with oil and natural gas. 
● The most important use is for the generation 

of electricity 
● Very common rock 
● I would put coal for a firepit and use it to 

roast marshmallows 

● Found only in a few locations. The largest 
amounts of gold are found in oceans. 

● The most important use of gold is the 
production of jewelry. 

● It is a rare mineral and very precious. 
● I would use gold to make special coins for 

myself. 
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